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COMING FROM THE HEART

A couple my wife and I know chose to share
their home with a man who was homeless with a lot
of debt. Living with them allowed him time to pay off
these debts and again find a place to live for himself.
I know they felt privileged to be able to do this for
him and this gesture brought the family much joy.
Likewise, our daughter and son-in-law committed to
a year of feeding several homeless individuals. So,
along with their two young boys, they packed lunches
at least every two weeks each month and distributed
the lunches to these homeless individuals. This was
a way of giving back for all they have (even though
they have a tight budget themselves). So much of life
needs to be about others, not just ourselves. We feel
a high and are energized by these acts and want to
continue to provide acts of kindness.
In light of the tragic events at Sandy Hook
Elementary, NBC News Correspondent, Ann Curry,
Continued on page 3
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VISIONS

Is a publication of Clinton County Regional Educational Service Agency published three times yearly.
The newsletter is a vehicle to communicate to our educational partners the current information and activities as they
relate to the support of our Mission Statement.
CCRESA constituents include: Bath, DeWitt, Fowler, OvidElsie, Pewamo-Westphalia, St. Johns and non-public schools.
For more information, contact:
Julie Banfield, Consultant for Special Projects
13109 Schavey Rd., Suite 4, DeWitt. MI 48820
ph.517.668.0185 fx.517.668.0446
email: banfield_j@ccresa.org website: www.ccresa.org
CCRESA is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Auxiliary aids
and services are available upon request to individuals with
disabilities.

CCRESA Vision
It is the vision of CCRESA to create an
environment where everyone is continually learning.
In pursuit of this vision, CCRESA will:
• Deliver high quality educational
programming and support
• Lead the pursuit of educational
opportunities for learners of all ages
• Model and encourage lifelong learning
• Continually challenge the status quo

Mission Statement
It is the mission of CCRESA to lead and support learning.
In pursuit of this mission, CCRESA will:
• Prepare learners to be successful in a
competitive, global economy
• Continually enhance student achievement
• Employ a competent, enthusiastic staff
that provides exemplary customer service
• Collaborates with schools and other agencies
• Continually assess the effectiveness and
efficiency of CCRESA programs and services
It is the policy of the Clinton County Regional Educational Service Agency (CCRESA) that no discriminatory practices based
on gender, race, religion, color, age, national origin, disability,
height, weight, marital status, sexual orientation, political affiliations and beliefs, or any other status covered by federal, state
or local law be allowed in providing instructional opportunities,
programs, services, job placement assistance, employment or in
policies governing student conduct and attendance. Any person
suspecting a discriminatory practice should contact the Director
of Special Education, 1013 South US-27, St. Johns, MI 48879, or
call 989.224.6831.
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Focus
Early Childhood Party Labor of Love
The 2012 Early
Childhood Holiday Party
was a huge success this
year with over 140 people attending. 79 children were able to visit
with Santa, decorate and
eat cookies, make antler
headbands, make handprint memory pages,
play in the sensory table,
decorate a mural, and
climb through the gross
motor playground. The
volunteer support was
AMAZING this year with
the Kiwanis Club baking
over 200 cookies for the
children to frost, then
providing members to
help run stations at the
party. Our Early Childhood Career Connections class from CCRESA
provided help at the stations as well and then
led the best caroling
we have ever had at our
party! Every child that attended left with a gift bag,
and if the child was part of Early Childhood programming they also received a brand new book. Books and
door prizes were donated by various people including many CCRESA staff - a special thank you to the Main
CCRESA Office staff, the Turning Point staff, Dean Transportation staff and EOT&TA staff for so many wonderful donations. Other special thank yous go to our main man in red, Dave Stark; our faithful photographer,
Steve Cameron; and our organizational specialists, Jan Ridenour and Pat Chapko. This annual
party is put on through a collaboration between Early On, Great Parent Great Start, Early Head Start,
and MSU Extension. It is always a wonderful opportunity for many of the families that we work with that
are dealing with lots of different stressors to just relax and enjoy their children. The smiles of the kids
is what it is all about!

STAFF NEWS
Introducing Royce Humm, Technology Director
The Technology Department is excited to share the addition of Royce Humm as the Director of Technology. Royce started
on January 16th. He will be sharing his time with Shiawassee Regional Education Service District. Royce has over 12 years of
experience in educational technology at the local, regional and higher education levels. Welcome, Royce!

NEW AND
INNOVATIVE APPROACHES
POSITIVE BEHAVIORAL SUPPORTS
In September 2006, the Michigan State Board of Education established that “it is the policy of the State Board of
Education that each school district in Michigan implement a
system of school-wide positive behavior support strategies.”
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) has
developed into a framework that can be used by any school
to help improve the social and learning behaviors of students and decrease disruptions that interfere with instruction. Many schools in Clinton County are creating a more
respectful culture for students and staff. Through this PBIS
work, teachers and administrators are acquiring the strategies needed to create a system which promotes student engagement in learning. These school leaders are helping to
create common expectations, lessons and a blueprint for
respectful behavior in their buildings. CCRESA schools that
are implementing these systems are using data to develop a
school wide plan for responding to problem behaviors and
creating a plan for improving classroom management.

What an Act of Kindness Can Do
Continued from page 1
challenged us all to perform 20 acts of kindness to honor the children lost
(and now 26 to include the heroic teachers) of Newtown, Connecticut. On
Twitter people are tweeting Ann Curry with photos and descriptions of other
acts of kindness such as paying parking meter fees, tolls and layaway bills.
Curry notes the memorial “is a way to help heal us all.”
Many Clinton County Regional Educational Service Agency (CCRESA)
staff, students and Clinton County community members perform acts of

kindness every day. We hope you enjoy reading about some of them that
have been highlighted in this Winter 2013 edition of the CCRESA Visions
Newsletter.
I invite you to take up Ann Curry’s challenge and perform acts of kindness in our community and let us see what we can accomplish as we try to
honor the memory of a sister school district during their time of tragedy
and try to make a positive contribution to the future of our own community.
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Grants available for k-12
Education and nonprofits
ATHLETICS

The Easton Sports Development Foundation (ESDF) supports activities which
promote archery.
Schools apply through the National Archery in
the Schools Program representative. A list of state
contact people is available through a link at http://
archeryintheschools.org/activea.asp. Application
available on the website for public schools.
Eligible Population: Nonprofits with 501 (c)
(3) status, educational or government entities
Funding Level: Up to $25,000
Application Deadline: Ongoing
Source: Idida Briones, Grant Program, Easton
Foundations, 7855 Haskell Ave., Suite 350, Van
Nuys, California 91460, 818.787.2800, ext. 202.
For more information visit ibriones@esdf.org.

CONTESTS

Healthy/Sustainable School Food
Journalism Competition goal is to
inform school communities about
school food.
The Earth Day Network and partners are offering
prizes to high school journalists who write articles
about the need for healthy, sustainable food in
schools. Articles must be published in the school
newspaper and written in the students’ own words.
Eligible Population: High school students
aged 13-18
Funding Level: $1,500, $1,000, $500, $300
Application Deadline: February 28, 2013
Source: Earth Day Network, 1616 P St., NW, Suite
340, Washington, D.C. 20036, contest@earthday.
org.

EDUCATOR AWARDS

MetLife/National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP)
Offering Principal of the Year Award to recognize
excellent school leaders. There will be one middle
school and one high school principal chosen
among state finalists to be the national winner.
Eligible Population: High school and middle
school principals who have been serving at one or
more schools for at least three years
Funding Level: $5,000; $1,500
Application Deadline: Varies by state
Source: Liesl Moriarty, 800.253.7746, ext. 308.
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For more information visit http://www.nassp.org/
Awards-and-Recognition/Principal-of-the-Year.
Education-Portal.com Teacher Grant
awards monthly $1,000 grants.
Teachers who develop unique and effective plans
for using video lessons from Education-Portal.com
may be qualified to win a monthly grant of $1,000.
Education-Portal offers more than 700 free video
lessons and quizzes.
Eligible Population: Public and private school
preK-12 teachers, public and private school support
professionals, higher education faculty and staff
Funding Level: $1,000
Application Deadline: Ongoing
Source: Education-Portal.com, 100 View
St., No.202, Mountain View, California 94041,
650.425.7512.

ENVIRONMENT

The Captain Planet foundation makes
grants twice yearly to get environmental education in schools.
The foundation promotes and supports educational programs that enable children and youth
to understand the world through hands-on, active
projects that improve the environment in schools
and communities.
Eligible Population: U.S. schools and nonprofits with 501 (c)(3) status having operating
budgets less than $3 million
Funding Level: $500; $2,500
Application Deadline: February 28, 2013
Source: Captain Planet Foundation, 133 Luckie
St., 2nd Floor, Atlanta, Georgia 30303, grants@
captainplanetfdn.org.
Siemens in partnership with Discovery Education offers its environmental
challenge for teachers and students
to get involved in an environmental
learning project and enter a competition.
There are three levels of competition at the elementary, middle school and high school levels.
Registration is completed online.
Eligible Population: Teachers that are full or
part-time school employees, students in grades
K-12 enrolled in U.S. public, private, parochial,

or home school under the supervision of a full or
part-time school employee
Funding Level: Scholarships up to $50,000 for
high school students, U.S. Savings Bonds up to
$10,000 for middle school students, all school assembly for elementary school students, and grants
for schools ranging from $1,000 - $5,000
Application Deadline: March 5, 2013
Source: Siemens We Can Change the World Challenge, Discovery Education, One Discovery Place,
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910, 800.323.9084. For
more information visit http://www.discoveryeducation.com/contact-us.

FOUNDATION
PROFILES

The G. Unger Vetlesen Foundation
contributes to literary, scientific, religious, charitable and education focus
areas.
Interested applicants send a letter of inquiry.
Eligible Population: Entities with nonprofit,
tax-exempt status in the U.S.
Funding Level: Varies
Application Deadline: April 30, 2013
Source: George Rowe, Jr., President, The G. Unger
Vetlesen Foundation, c/o Fulton, Rowe & Hart, One
Rockefeller Plaza, Suite 301, New York, New York
10020-2002, 212.586.0700. For more information
visit info@monellvetlesen.org.

HANDS-ON LEARNING

Mantis Awards from the National Garden Association (NGA) help educational and charitable gardening projects.
The purpose of the awards is to support charitable
gardens and gardening with youth for education.
25 groups will be selected.
Eligible Population: Nonprofit or educational
gardening projects in the U.S.
Funding Level: Mantis tillers/cultivators valued
at $349 each
Application Deadline: March 7, 2013
Source: Mantis Awards, National Gardening
Association, 1100 Dorset St., South Burlington,
Vermont 05403, 800.538.7476. Form more information visit http://grants.kidsgardening.
org/2013-mantis-tiller-award.

Grants, Continued
HEALTHY STUDENTS

Share Our Strength’s No Kid Hungry
Grants support programs that increase access to food for needy.
Share Our Strength seeks to end childhood hunger by working with organizations aimed at providing afterschool or summer program access
to food for children. Submit letter of inquiry no
longer than two pages.
Eligible Population: Nonprofits, schools,
organizations involved in increasing access to
food programs
Funding Level: $5,000 - $10,000
Application Deadline: Ongoing
Source: Share Our Strength’s No Kid Hungry,
grants@strength.org.

LIBRARIES

Lisa Libraries provides books to small
libraries that work with children in
low-income or underserved areas.
Donations have been provided to after-school
programs, daycare centers, etc. and the purpose
is to provide new children’s books to fill underfilled shelves and to give children who may never have owned a book the opportunity to do so.

Eligible Population: Nonprofits with 501(c)
(3) status
Funding Level: Book donations
Application Deadline: Ongoing
Source: The Lisa Libraries, 77 Cornell St., No.
109, Kingston, New York 12401, 845.334.5559,
LisaLibraries@gmail.com. For more information visit http://www.lisalibraries.org/frames.
html.

TECHNOLOGY

eGenio Dreams Grants available for
schools working to increase use of
technology.
The grants are intended to be used for eGenio
products and cannot be used to purchase equipment. These are matching grants and the application is online.
Eligible Population: K-12 schools
Funding Level: $1,000 - $15,000 in matching
grants
Application Deadline: Ongoing
Source: Education Solutions, 2019 Center St.,
Suite 201, Cleveland, Ohio 44113, 216.317.6853,
dKiwala@eGenio.com.

OTHER
FREE BOOKS

-

Penguin and Pearson Foundation
gives books to young readers, online
and on paper. The books are age-appropriate for readers up to age 10.
There is a mix of fiction and nonfiction, a range of
authors, and read-aloud books and books for independent readers. Additional books are available
for reading online at WeGiveBooks.org for free. For
more information visit http://www.wegivebooks.
org/about.
Seeds to Grow Offers Fundraising
Opportunity for Schools.
Seed Savers Exchange is a non-profit organization
dedicated to the preservation of heirloom seeds. Email the organization to find more about the fundraiser at fundraiser@seedsavers.org.

WEBSITES OF INTEREST
www.onemillionactsofkindness.com — This is the official website of the One Million Acts of Kindness Week, which is February 11th-17th, 2013.
Follow Bob Votruba and his Boston Terrier, Bogart riding the Kindness Bicycle and Kindness Bus around the United States visiting schools, talking about
school bullying, cyber bullying and adolescent suicide. Bogart, the dog, has a new book called Bogart Begins his Kindness Adventure by Bob Votruba
and Tim Kilson.
www.randomactsofkindness.org — This is the official website of the Random Acts of Kindness Foundation. The site lists today’s kindness ideas, kindness quotes, stories, videos, lesson plans for various grade levels and more.
http://usnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/12/18 — Ann Curry, News Correspondent explains the origins of the #26 Acts of Kindness initiative, saying
“If you do good, you’ll feel good.”
www.helpothers.org/ideas.php — This website shows many kindness ideas noted in a weekly newsletter.
www.daretobeanangelcom/links.php — This website provides links to a collection of charities, giving ideas and numerous other related websites.
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dates to remember
February 16 – Winter Warm Up Event,
Winter Festival – with or without Snow, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – Noon at Burchfield Park, 881
Grovenburg Rd., Holt. Sponsored by Community Partners in Health (CPH) and Blue Cross.
Part of the eight week Blues’ Community Challenge program for mid-Michigan residents to
improve health and fitness that happens weekly
at locations throughout the tri-county area. In
St. Johns area call Bill Schafer, 989.224.8944,
ext. 227 or email at bschafer@ci.saint-johns.
mi.us or see www.cphlansing.com for details.
February 21 – Keeping Peace at Home.
Parents sometimes find themselves coping
with many struggles such as morning chaos,
sibling bickering, and bedtime haggling. This
program offers proven strategies for resolving
conflicts peacefully. Thursday, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00
p.m., St. Johns Mint City Free Methodist Church
or Briggs Public Library. Register by calling
989.224.5305. Sponsored by CACS Head Start,
Child Abuse and Neglect Council and Clinton
Great Start. Childcare provided.

March 2 - Winter Warm Up Event, Family
Fun Fitness Day, Saturday, 10 a.m. – Noon, at
the Sparrow Clinton Rehab. & Fitness, 1079 US
127, St. Johns. Health screenings. Sponsored by
Community Partners in Health (CPH) and Blue
Cross. See www.cphlansing.com for details.
March 5 – March 26 – Becoming a Love
and Logic Parent. This parenting course,
developed by the Love and Logic Institute, Inc,
provides specific answers and actions for some
of the difficult moments in child rearing. These
simple techniques are effective with all children,
from toddlers to teens. Tuesdays and Thursdays,
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., St. Johns Mint City Free
Methodist Church or Briggs Public Library. Register by calling 989.224.5305. Sponsored by
CACS Head Start, Child Abuse and Neglect Council and Clinton Great Start. Childcare provided.
March 9 – Winter Warm Up Event, Kids
Fitness Fun, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – Noon, at
the Lansing Mall, 5330 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. Health screenings. Sponsored by Community Partners in Health (CPH) and Blue Cross.
See www.cphlansing.com for details.
March 16 – Winter Warm Up Event, Grand
Ledge Fitness Day, Saturday, 10:00 a.m.
– Noon, at Greenwood, 310 Greenwood St.,
Grand Ledge. Health screenings. The Blues’
Community Challenge concludes. Sponsored by
Community Partners in Health (CPH) and Blue
Cross. See www.cphlansing.com for details.

February 23 - Winter Warm Up Event, Fun
& Fitness in East Lansing, Saturday, 10:00
a.m. – Noon, at the Hannah Community Center,
819 Abbot Rd., East Lansing. Health screenings.
Sponsored by Community Partners in Health
(CPH) and Blue Cross. See www.cphlansing.
com for details.
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March 22 – We are Learning: Child Trauma, Community Education Event. Keynote
speaker: Dr. Tina Payne Bryson. 9:30 a.m. –
11:30 a.m., Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan
Avenue, Lansing. Sponsored by the Community
Mental Health Authority of Clinton, Eaton, Ingham Counties. The event is free. Contact Judy
Hazle at 517.346.8238 or hazle@ceicmh.org to
register.
March 23 – Winter Warm Up Event, Now
Let’s Celebrate, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – Noon,
at the Lansing Mall, 5330 W. Saginaw Hwy.,
Lansing. Blue’s Community Challenge Winners, Community Grants, Traveling Golden Shoe
and 2nd Annual Healthy Lifestyle Ambassador

Awards presented. Sponsored by Community
Partners in Health (CPH) and Blue Cross. See
www.cphlansing.com for details.
April 16 – 123 Magic. This workshop will address the task of child discipline with humor,
insight and proven results. This program provides easy to follow steps for disciplining children aged 2 – 12 regarding yelling and arguing.
Tuesday, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., St. Johns Mint
City Free Methodist Church or Briggs Public Library. Register by calling 989.224.5305. Sponsored by CACS Head Start, Child Abuse and Neglect Council and Clinton Great Start. Childcare
provided.
May 7 – Good Discipline Good Kids. This
workshop will provide parents with skills to
develop and practice positive discipline. Tuesday, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., St. Johns Mint City
Free Methodist Church or Briggs Public Library.
Register by calling 989.224.5305. Sponsored by
CACS Head Start, Child Abuse and Neglect Council and Clinton Great Start. Childcare provided.
June 4 – Raising Responsible Kids, This
workshop will provide parents with practical
and effective steps to help their children develop a sense of responsibility. Tuesday, 6:00 p.m.
– 8:00 p.m., St. Johns Mint City Free Methodist Church or Briggs Public Library. Register by
calling 989.224.5305. Sponsored by CACS Head
Start, Child Abuse and Neglect Council and Clinton Great Start. Childcare provided.
June 18 – July 11 – Becoming a Love and
Logic Parent. This parenting course, developed by the Love and Logic Institute, Inc, provides specific answers and actions for some of
the difficult moments in child rearing. These
simple techniques are effective with all children,
from toddlers to teens. Tuesdays and Thursdays,
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., St. Johns Mint City Free
Methodist Church or Briggs Public Library. Register by calling 989.224.5305. Sponsored by
CACS Head Start, Child Abuse and Neglect Council and Clinton Great Start. Childcare provided.

learning opportunities
CCRESA/SRESD Upcoming Events-at-a Glance
For more information on the Professional Development events noted
below and much more, go to www.ccresa.org and click on Professional
Development. Questions? Please contact the CCRESA Instructional Services
Department at 989.224.6831, ext. 327. For MiBLSi events please contact
ext. 319.

Project PRIME-Year 2 @ Genesee ISD (Cadre 2) (Day 5 of 6) (8:30AM3:30PM) 3/21/13
21 Things for the 21st Century Administrator – Online (Session 6) (4:30PM6:30PM) 3/25/13

February 2013 Upcoming Events

Understanding Spatial Measurement to Teach It! @ CCRESA (Day 3 of 3)
(8:30AM-3:30PM) 3/26/13

Project PRIME-Year 2 @ CCRESA (Cadre 1) (Day 4 of 6) (8:30AM-3:30PM)
2/14/13

ELA Common Core Leadership @ SRESD (Day 5 of 6) (8:30AM-3PM)
3/27/13

Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI) Refresher Training @ CCRESA (8:30AM12:30PM) 2/19/13

Project PRIME-Year 2 @ CCRESA (Cadre 1) (Day 5 of 6) (8:30AM-3:30PM)
3/27/13

Secondary Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) @ SRESD
(Day 3 of 3) (9AM -3:30PM) 2/20/13

21 Things for 21st Century Educators-Technology Every Educator Should
Know-Virtual (Session 9) (4:30PM-5:30PM) 3/27/13

Project PRIME-Year 2 @ Genesee ISD (Cadre 2) (Day 4 of 6) (8:30AM3:30PM) 2/21/13

April 2013 Upcoming Events

BMA & Finance Curriculum PD @ SRESD (Day 2 of 3) (8AM-2PM) 2/22/13

Demographic Data Review Day @ SRESD (9AM-3PM) 4/12/13

ASSIST State Reporting Tool Training @ CCRESA (9AM-3PM) 2/22/13

21 Things for 21st Century Educators-Technology Every Educator Should
Know- (Portfolios Due) 4/12/13

21 Things for the 21st Century Administrator – Online (Session 4) (4:30PM6:30PM) 2/25/13
ELA Model Curriculum Facilitators Training @ CCRESA (8:30AM-3:00PM)
2/25/13
21 Things for 21st Century Educators-Technology Every Educator Should
Know-Virtual (Session 6) (4:30PM-5:30PM) 2/27/13
Understanding Spatial Measurement to Teach It! @ CCRESA (Day 1 of 3)
(8:30AM-3:30PM) 2/27/13
March 2013 Upcoming Events
ASSIST State Reporting Tool Training @ SRESD (9AM-3PM) 3/1/13
Family & Consumer Service Curriculum Professional Development @
SRESD (Day 1 & 2) (8AM-2PM) 3/5-6/13
21 Things for 21st Century Educators-Technology Every Educator Should
Know-Virtual (Session 7) (4:30PM-5:30PM) 3/6/13

Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI) – Refresher Training @ CCRESA (8:30AM12:30PM) 4/17/13
ELA Common Core Leadership @ SRESD (Day 6 of 6) (8:30AM-3PM)
4/17/13
BMA & Finance Curriculum PD @ SRESD (Day 3 of 3) (8AM-2PM) 4/19/13
MiBLSi Regional Coaches Training @ CCRESA (9:30AM-2PM) 4/19/13
ELA Model Curriculum Facilitators Training @ CCRESA (8:30AM-3PM)
4/20/13
Mathematics Common Core Leadership @ SRESD (Day 6 of 6) (8:30AM3PM) 4/23/13
World Language Professional Development, Networking and Resource
Sharing @ CCRESA (Day 2) (8:30AM-3PM) 4/24/13
Perception Data Review Day @ CCRESA (9AM-3:30PM) 4/25/13

21 Things for the 21st Century Administrator – Online (Session 5) (4:30PM6:30PM) 3/11/13

Project PRIME-Year 2 @ Genesee ISD (Cadre 2) (Day 6 of 6) (8:30AM3:30PM) 4/25/13

Understanding Spatial Measurement to Teach It! @ CCRESA (Day 2 of 3)
(8:30AM-3:30PM) 3/13/13

Construction Curriculum Professional Development @ SRESD (Day 2)
(8AM-2:30PM) 4/26/13

21 Things for 21st Century Educators-Technology Every Educator Should
Know-Virtual (Session 8) (4:30PM-5:30PM) 3/13/13

Project PRIME-Year 2 @ CCRESA (Cadre 1) (Day 6 of 6) (8:30AM-3:30PM)
4/30/13

Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI) – Full Team Training @ CCRESA (8AM4PM) 3/20/13
Mathematics Common Core Leadership @ CCRESA (Day 5 of 6) (8:30AM3PM) 3/20/13
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LOCAL

Local Focus
Clinton County Great Start
Great Start Parent Coalition
Adopts A Family
The Clinton County Great Start Parent Coalition (GSPC) blessed a family with a very special
holiday. For the 2nd year the Parent Coalition
“Adopted a Family” for Christmas. The family included a mom, dad and two children. The
children included a little girl, two years old, and
a little boy, ten months old. Last year the Parent
Coalition adopted a mom and two children, so
this year the group wanted a slightly larger family and also, the group really wanted to include
some dinner items in addition to what they did
last year. The Coalition was able to provide an
awesome holiday dinner complete with ham,
potatoes, dessert, etc. Each child had five gifts
of toys or clothing to open. Mom and dad each
received a fifty dollar gift card for clothing and a
twenty-five dollar gift card for the family. Cleaning supplies, toiletries, diapers, pull ups, and
extra food were also provided! The family also
received a special holiday book as a keepsake
from the Parent Coalition!

The Parent Coalition is about strengthening
families and making sure all kids have the pieces
that they need to put the “education puzzle” together! This was another example of a “little”
from “a lot” of parents that made a BIG difference in the life of this family. You never know
what affect this has and how others work to
“pass it forward” and who your kindness may
touch. Even though many coalition members did
“a little”, we will never know “how big” it really translates!! Take a look at the picture of the
WONDERFUL adopt a family gifts we put together!
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The Tooth Fairy Delivers
The week before Christmas the Great Start
Parent Coalition delivered about ten boxes (shoe
box size) of toothbrushes and toothpaste to The
Baby Pantry just in time for their holiday party.
The need for toothbrushes and toothpaste was
conveyed to the GSPC at an event, so a few of the
members started collecting and the result was a
large donation. The Baby Pantry was thrilled and
the donation met a real need. The Baby Pantry
also shared donations with other Clinton County
agencies.
School Supplies Delivered
School supplies left over from the summer
Project Connect event were delivered to Bath
Elementary School and Ovid-Elsie’s Leonard
Elementary School. Knowing that schools and
families struggle to provide students with basic
school supplies, especially in January, a substantial amount of notebooks, crayons, pencils and
glue sticks were delivered in December.

The Clinton County Parent Coalition
Makes A Difference In The Lives Of Our
Children And Families And Starts A Cycle
Of Caring That Leads To Families Supporting One Another And Ending In A Strong
Start In School!
These projects were wonderful examples
of what a small group can do together! To learn
more about the Clinton County Great Start Parent
Coalition or to become involved contact Maria
Cook, Great Start Parent Liaison at 989.224.6831
ext. 428 or mcook@ccresa.org.

School Board Members are Recognized for their
Time and Expertise
A special thank-you goes to our local district and CCRESA school board
members for all they do! Their time, expertise and thoughtful attention to issues that face our students, staff, schools and communities is critical to the
success of the goal of having happy, healthy, well-educated young people in
Clinton County. These individuals tackle the tough issues every day and spend
countless hours talking with constituents. They are constantly keeping up with

new legislation and are continuously learning about and implementing new
strategies to help students and staff succeed in this ever changing environment. January was School Board Recognition month and in honor of their
many accomplishments, local districts and CCRESA recognizes these valuable
and very special individuals for their contributions to their communities.

departmental updates

Kindness and Generosity Support the Early On
Michigan Foundation
In November, Early On® Training and Technical Assistance, an Innovative Project of CCRESA, had the honor of hosting the Second Annual Silent
Auction to Benefit the Early On® Michigan Foundation at the Early On® Annual Conference in Kalamazoo. Early intervention personnel from all over
Michigan took it upon themselves to collect donated items for auction, knowing that the proceeds would return to the Early On® field to support families of infants and toddlers with disabilities. Contributions included an Upper
Peninsula Adventure Package; a football signed by Detroit Lions Quarterback,

CCRESA Special
Education Department
Staff Share Acts of
Kindness
“I am a paraprofessional in Heather Schiedler’s
classroom. Our classroom’s ‘acts of kindness’ are all
about caring for our planet and our community. We have a
recycling program that involves collecting recyclable items
from local businesses as well as throughout our school
building. Our students gather, sort and then deliver items
to recycle centers.”
Tina Henning--Always helps me whenever I am fighting with Infinite Campus!
Chris McNeilly, Ashley Wilson and Stacy Datema all
“get it” when we have our EI issues! I love our little team.
Bob Fall and Deb Nowland--Immediately went “into
action” when I was/am having safety issues at work.
Thanks so much for all you do for CCRESA, what an
excellent idea and way to go in terms of getting this wonderful idea into action!!! Jenny Heintz, High School EI Program, Ovid North
Everyone wore pink one Friday in support of a staff
member with a recent diagnosis of breast cancer.

Matthew Stafford, and wide receiver, Calvin Johnson; golf resort packages;
Michigan State University tailgate items; spa packages; and lots of made-inMichigan products, including wine from the west coast. Overall, it was an enjoyable and successful event which raised over $3,000 for services to support
Michigan’s infants and toddlers in Early On® and their families. Congratulations and thank you to the organizers, contributors, and bidders for their acts
of kindness!

Positive Behavioral Intervention
and Support at the CCRESA
Education Center
The CCRESA Education Center new year is off to a running start! Every year there are
new things to pay attention to while we work to educate Clinton County students. This year,
we are learning about School-wide Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
and in the process of making all of the decisions that go into building this structure for our
school.
We have a Core Team learning the information and then sharing it with the rest of the
staff. Our Core Team consists of:
• Jennifer Mowatt, MoCI Teacher
•    Paige Veltkamp, Occupational Therapist
• Donna Herrle, SCI Teacher
•    Ken Lounds, Early Childhood Supervisor
• Erin Coulter, MoCI Paraprofessional •    Caryn Coyle, Ed Center Principal
• Kim Painter, ECSE Paraprofessional •    Christine Bennett, School Psych and PBIS Coach
We have attended two days of training so far and have completed some surveys with the
entire staff. We are sharing those results with staff and will be sending information home for
parents to review as we build our plan.
We are all very excited about this process and have to keep reminding ourselves that we
are building this year for full roll-out next year. We will probably put a few pieces in place
this year...and we’ll let you know as we do.
The most important things to know right now is that PBIS:
• Is all about TEACHING appropriate behavior and…
• CONSISTENCY among staff regardless of who is interacting with a student
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community partnership
activities
Examples of Random Acts of Kindness Coming From
Career Connections Program Participation
PROGRAM

ACTIVITY

PROGRAM

ACTIVITY

ALLIED HEALTH

•
•
•
•
•
•

Clinton County Health Fair
Hazel Findley’s Senior Health Fair
CCRESA Education Center Circus
HazMat Training at Sparrow Clinton Memorial
Grace Haven Spring Decorations
Ovid Healthcare - Easter Egg Hunt

Criminal Justice/
Corrections

•
•
•
•

Construction
Trades

•
•
•
•

Habitat for Humanity - built shed for a house
City of St. Johns - built a bathroom at the city park
Lions Club - built a recycle center
Rotary of St. Johns - built a pavilion in downtown St.
Johns
St. Johns School - built steps and deck for storage  
building
DeWitt Public Schools
-remodeled classroom in the high school
-built deck at Schavey Elem. School
-built a building near baseball diamond for concessions, etc.
St. Vincent de Paul - remodeled re-store
Motz Park - built pavilion, sidewalk, handicap accessible, swim platforms
Fowler High School – built a storage shed

Shop-with-a-Cop
Clinton County Health Fair
Fill-a-Cop-Car
Oakview Elementary School - Parking lot traffic
control
• Clean up Parking Lot
• Clean up downtown St. Johns
• Family Fit Fest

Early Childhood
Education

•
•
•
•
•

Early Childhood Holiday Party
Autism Support Group
Great Start Collaborative Parent Group
St. Johns Relay for Life
4-H Extension Mentoring Program

Teacher Prep

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

LCC Science and Math Elementary Exploration
Humane Society
College Night
Private Tutoring in Math and History
Band Concerts
Physical Therapy Conferences
School Plays
Field Day

•
•

•
•
•

Clinton County WLNS Day Of Giving
Clinton County WLNS Day of Giving on December 13th collected about 35 pounds of food and one blanket. Clinton County News helped to promote the event
but a similar fundraiser (stuff a police cruiser) was done the week before. CCRESA provided space in the lobby for the collection. Clinton Area Transit System
provided a bus and volunteer coverage. Thank you to all who helped or donated!
Debby Kloosterman, Guest Contributor
Building Stronger Community Council Coordinator

Community Gives Support
CCRESA often receives donations from various individuals, community organizations and vendors for use in our Special Needs or Career and Technical Education programs. It is important we extend a special “THANK YOU” to those who give of their time and money to our organization. Your efforts and concern are
GREATLY APPRECIATED.
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tech tip
Just like you and me, our tech devices do not like:
• to fall from any significant height(s)
• extreme temperatures
• to get wet unexpectedly
• to work forever without a break
• to choke on dust and dust mites
• to be left lonely for extended periods
With such an affinity between us and our technology, one would think
proper care of our beloved personal and office equipment would be second
nature. Sadly, this is not always the case. So, in an effort to increase the life
and service of our otherwise dependable digital devices, let me suggest a few
considerations we ought to make for our handy hardware helpers.
Let them unwind. We get overloaded after a lot of use and so do they.
To restore their full resources and keep them running both faster and longer, power them down each night and defragment their hard drives once a
month!
Bring them in out of the heat and cold. The same thing that happens
to our glasses when we enter a warm building during winter, happens to the
delicate internal contacts of the tech devices we leave in the car all night. And
we wouldn’t think of leaving our children or pets locked up in a vehicle during the heat of summer, but heat is an arch-enemy of our devices. Because
of this, users who operate their laptops with a cooling pad get extra credit
- given in terms of better service and longevity from that same pampered
laptop. Desktop users can achieve the same premium service by carefully
removing accumulated dust from both the inside and outside of their PCs!

Don’t drop them, and don’t drop things on them. I once insisted on
taking my three-day-old son tubing, to which my loving wife offered two options – death or divorce. Turns out that it’s a good idea to give that little extra
protection and TLC to anyone (or thing) that is completely at our mercy. Wish
I would have received such a wakeup call before I once spilled Gatorade into
my laptop – or before I swam across a lake with my smart phone in tow. :\
Too much sharing is not a good thing. Again, technology is at our mercy.
To keep them from spreading various strains of flu virii, be sure to clean your
hands AND their keyboards before using them. Numerous studies attest to
the fact that keyboards, mice, phone receivers, etc. have more germs than
bathrooms do.
Buckle up – it’s the law. We don’t drive in traffic without securing our
safety belts. Neither should we move any technology without first stopping its
moving parts. The day will come when hard drives will no longer resemble
high speed record players (old music ‘discs’ that weren’t worth listening to
once scratched). Until then, be nice to your laptops and at least close their
lids a few seconds before you move them about. Fortunately, smart phones
and tablets are already built without moving parts – which may be a significant part of why the trend is moving their way.
Here’s hoping that use of these reminder tips will lead to a mutually safe and
fully functional hardware experience for BOTH you and your technology.
Bonus tip - For anyone still stuck in the snake pit of wired technology, Cyberguys.com sells VELCRO ONE-WRAP Cable Ties that work wonderfully to
keep you from getting tripped and your tethered devices from being snagged
into an early death.
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1013 S. US 27, Suite A
St. Johns, MI 48879-2423

books for your
reading pleasure
Random Acts of Kindness, written by Daphne Rose Kingma, Dawna Markova and the Editors of Conari Press in 1993, published by Red Wheel/Weiser,
2002. In California in 1982, Anne Herbert wrote “practice random acts of kindness and senseless acts of beauty” on a restaurant placemat. The book includes
how this sentiment grew and includes stories, quotes, suggestions and leads the reader into a life of compassion.
The Kindness Experiment - 365 Acts of Kindness, written by anonymous, published by Virtualbookworm.com Publishing, Incorporated, 2011. This
book tells of an individual’s year-long adventure after making a personal decision to perform daily acts of anonymous kindness. The story is a year-long journey
of generosity.
The Community of Kindness: Reconnecting to Friends, Family, and the World through the Power of Kindness, written by the Editors of
Random Acts of Kindness, published by Conari Press, 1999. This book shows ways to build community through the practice of kindness and how to become
more connected and alive.
The Power of Giving: How Giving Back Enriches Us All, by Azim Jamal and Harvey McKinnon, published by Penguin Group (USA) Incorporated,
October 2009. This book helps the reader discover that the more you give, the more you have. It shares ideas, exercises and stories that reveal the unique gifts
the reader has to give and how the person can benefit by giving them.
Living Life as a Thank You, by Lee Woodruff, Mary Beth Smmonsand, Nina Lesowitz, published by Cleis Press, October, 2010. The book talks about how
living as if each day was a thank you can help transform fear into courage, anger into forgiveness and how saying thank you every day inspires love, compassion and hope. The book is a comprehensive program for incorporating gratitude into the reader’s life with motivating quotes, ideas for a gratitude journal
and more.

