
Michigan Truancy Laws 

 

Juvenile Truancy Laws - MCL 712A.2(a)(4): 

 

(4) The juvenile willfully and repeatedly absents himself or herself from school or other learning program 

intended to meet the juvenile's educational needs, or repeatedly violates rules and regulations of the school or 

other learning program, and the court finds on the record that the juvenile, the juvenile's parent, guardian, or 

custodian, and school officials or learning program personnel have met on the juvenile's educational problems and 

educational counseling and alternative agency help have been sought. As used in this sub-subdivision only, 

"learning program" means an organized educational program that is appropriate, given the age, intelligence, 

ability, and psychological limitations of a juvenile, in the subject areas of reading, spelling, mathematics, science, 

history, civics, writing, and English grammar. 

 

 

Mich. Comp. Laws Ann.§ 380.1561 -Compulsory School Attendance 

 

Sec. 1561. ( 1) Except as otherwise  provided in this section, for a child who turned age 11 before   December 1, 

2009 or who entered grade 6 before 2009, the child's parent, guardian, or other person in this state having control 

and charge of the child shall send that child to a public school during the entire school  year from the age of 6 to 

the child's sixteenth  birthday. Except as otherwise provided in this   section, for a child who turns age I 1 on or 

after December 1, 2009 or a child who was age 11 before that date and enters grade 6 in 2009 or later, the child's 

parent, guardian, or other person in this state having control and charge of the child shall send the child to a public 

school during the entire school year from the age of 6 to the child's eighteenth birthday. The child's attendance 

shall be continuous and consecutive for the school year fixed by the school district in which the child is enrolled. 

In a school district that maintains school during the entire calendar year and in which the school year is divided 

into quarters, a child is not required to attend the public school more than 3 quarters in 1 calendar year, but a child 

shall not be absent for 2 or more consecutive  quarters. 

 

(2) A child becoming 6 years of age before December I shall be enrolled on the first school day of the school year 

in which the child's sixth birthday occurs, and a child becoming 6 years of age on or after December 1 shall be 

enrolled on the first school day of the school year following the school year in which the child's sixth birthday 

occurs. 

 

(3) A child is not required to attend a public school in any of the following cases: 

 

(a) The child is attending regularly and is being taught in a state approved nonpublic school, which teaches 

subjects comparable to those taught in the public schools to children of corresponding age and grade, as 

determined by the course of study for the public schools of the district within which the nonpublic school is 

located. 

 

(b) The child is less than 9 years of age and does not reside within 2-1/2 miles by the nearest traveled road   of a 

public school. If transportation is furnished for pupils in the school district of the child's residence, this 

subdivision does not apply. 

 

(c) The child is age 12 or 13 and is in attendance at confirmation classes conducted for a period of 5 months or 

less. 

 

(d) The child is regularly enrolled in a public school while in attendance at religious instruction classes for not 

more than 2 class hours per week, off public school property during public school hours, upon written request of 

the parent, guardian, or person in loco parentis under rules promulgated by the state board. 

 

(e) The child has graduated from high school or has fulfilled all requirements for high school graduation. 

 



(f) The child is being educated at the child's home by his or her parent or legal guardian in an organized 

educational program in the subject areas of reading, spelling, mathematics, science, history, civics, literature, 

writing, and English grammar. 

 

(4) For a child being educated at the child's home by his or her parent or legal guardian, exemption from the 

requirement to attend public school may exist under either subsection (3)(a) or (3){f), or both. 

 

(5) For a child who turns age 11 on or after December 1, 2009 or who was age 11 before that date and   enters 

grade 6 in 2009 or later, this section does not apply to the chi Id if the child is at least age 16 and the child's parent 

or legal guardian has provided to school officials of the school district in which the child resides a written notice 

that the child has the permission of the parent or legal guardian to stop attending school. 

 

 

380.1599. Offenses and penalties 

 

A parent or other person in parental relation who fails to comply with this part is guilty of a misdemeanor, 

punishable by a fine of not less than $5.00 nor more than $50.00, or imprisonment for not less than 2 nor more 

than 90 days, o 

 

§ 380.1586.  Nonattendance at school; notice: investigation: discussion of irregular attendance. 

Failing work, or behavior problems with parent. 

 

Sec.1586. 

 

(1) The attendance officer shall investigate each case of nonattendance at school when notified by a teacher. 

Superintendent, intermediate superintendent, or other person of a violation of this part. If the child COI11Plained 

of is not exempt from public school attendance under the conditions listed in section 1561, the attendance officer 

shall proceed immediately in the manner provided in this   part. 

 

(2) If a child is repeatedly absent from school without valid excuse, or is failing in schoolwork or gives evidence 

of behavior problems, and attempts to confer with the parent or other person in parental relationship to the child 

fail, the superintendent of schools. or the intermediate superintendent in a district which does not employ a 

superintendent, may request the attendance officer to notify the parent or other person in parental relationship by 

registered mail to come to the school or to a place designated at a time specified to discuss the child's irregularity 

in attendance, failing work, or behavior problems with the proper school authorities. 

 

(3) The superintendent, or the teacher in a district which does not employ a superintendent, shall provide 

information concerning the nonattendance of each nonresident pupil to the intermediate superintendent of the 

intermediate school district in which the nonresident pupil resides. The intermediate attendance officer, when 

notified by the intermediate superintendent or superintendent of schools, shall investigate and proceed in all cases 

of nonattendance of nonresident pupils in the same manner provided in this part for enforcing attendance of pupils 

attending schools in districts in which they reside. 


